
Edgartown Planning Board — Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024, 5:30 pm 

     The Edgartown Planning Board scheduled a meeting for Tuesday, March 12, 2024 

Board Present: Lucy Morrison, Scott Morgan, Glen Searle, James Cisek, Mike McCourt. Absent: 

Alternate Michael Shalett. 

Guests/Participants:  Mark Nicotera, Doug Hoehn, Stephen Potter, Bill Veno,  

Zoom attendees – 30. 

Call to Order: 5:30 PM 

Scheduled Business 

Presentation: Swimming Place Path with Bill Veno from BPAC to pursue the development of a SUP in 

Katama. This began 2 years ago when there was an article on the Town Warrant to use CPA funds to 

install a path on the old ancient way. The path is made up of “overlooked” land between 2 subdivisions. 

The land belongs to the Town of Edgartown. The goal is to connect Herring Creek Road and Road to The 

Plains. The area has CPA funding and has been surveyed and flagged. Mr. Veno is hear asking for a 

Planning Board Public Hearing so that his proposal may move forward to the next step with the Town. 

Discussion:  Four Planning Board members had a Site Visit today to Swimming Place Path to go over the 

project with both Mr. Veno and Harrison from the Land Bank. The Bonetti’s attended the Site Visit as 

well, they are direct abutters for 3 houses. The path is approximately 35 feet in width, except for an area 

about 70 feet that narrows to 8-10 feet. This is from the Abutters of the SUP are fully using their setbacks. 

Mr. Veno has been in discussion with Abutters since the beginning of the project. Morgan states that he 

is familiar with the area. And that this is a worthwhile effort to add to the trail systems on Martha’s 

Vineyard. He is concerned about people’s right to enjoy their backyards and to privacy. He feels that this 

is a big ask from the abutters. 

Ms. Morrison thinks this is a great idea if we can get everyone on the same page. The Land Bank has 

offered to plant screening and split rail fence sections as needed. She would like to keep the area as 

natural as possible and not use gravel. 

Glen Searle would like to keep the path as natural as possible, with no crushed stone or gravel. He asked 

about the encroachment issues along the path. Bill Veno has reached out to the affected abutters. He 

thinks an easement may solve the issue. He reported that the decision lies ultimately with the town. 

James Cisek said we should pursue this at a public hearing. He feels that this would benefit the neighbors. 

He would like to see the “owner unknown” areas that are being used for storage; others are planted. 
There are areas with trash and debris; he would like to see this maintained for the future. He does not 

think that this will create a pedestrian traffic area. 

Mr. Veno states that the project could be done in stages, beginning with a footpath and advancing if 

deemed necessary by the public’s use of SPP to install packed stone and gravel for bicycles. 

Motion to have a public hearing – Morrison 



2nd – Searle 

Vote – 4, 0, 1 

Mark Nicotera of Trademark Services has presented an Application to Change the Street Name. He is 

representing MV Hospital, the road created with the MV Hospital Development. The project now needs 

an accepted name for utilities to be installed. Navigator Way will surround the project, and a small area 
of a cul-de-sac will be called Wildflower Court. He shared the Site Map for the project. 

Ms. Morrison asked if there were any issues with the chosen names, and the engineer reassured the 
Applicant that there were none. The plan looks straightforward and easy; no abutters would be involved. 

Motion: Glen to Approve the Application as presented. 

2nd James Cisek 

Vote: 5, 0, 0  

ANR for 124 Cooke Street, LLC, and Doug Hoehn present for the Applicant. They are proposing the 

creation of 2 lots via ANR. Both lots have the required frontage on a public road, and the required square 

footage has been met as each lot is over 10,000 square feet per the subdivision rules. Mr. Hoehn stated 

that since this project began, it has been sold to the original owners, and he will have the Title block 

updated. 

He states that the original Site Plan submitted had a driveway on the plan and that he has re-submitted 

a new plan that no longer shows a driveway onto Cooke Street. 

He recognized that the Applicant would have to return to the Planning Board for a Curb Cut Application 
before developing. A note was placed on the site plan stating that the owner must come before the 

Planning Board to proceed with Lot #2. 

He states that the owners have asked to have the address of the first parcel be 126 Cooke Street LLC. He 
would like to take this step by step. He feels that the application for an ANR is as straightforward as 

possible. 

Discussion: Mike McCourt asked if lot #1 would have Coke Street access. Lot 2 will remove the existing 

garage, with a replacement pending. He states that the applicant should try to keep the West Tisbury 

Road entrance. He is concerned that the traffic during the season will cause more of a backup on Cooke 

Street. 

Scott Morgan asked that it be clarified that the 2 lots will remain under one ownership until the curb cut 

application is filed with the Planning Board. He would like it to be recognized that Lot #1 will not 

hamstrung the board by the owner. He wants to clarify that the Planning Board would not be obligated 
to approve the Curb Cut on Cooke Street. Chairperson Morrison stated that each lot with the required 

frontage on a public street is entitled to a curb cut. Applicant agreed to speak to the owner in this regard 

to look for other solutions, i.e.: an easement. Applicant heard the Board’s concerns regarding the Cooke 
Street Curb Cut. 

Hearing closed: 6:09 

Motion: Morrison motioned that the plan be accepted as presented as a straight ANR. 

2nd: Morgan 

Vote: 3, 2, 0 



6:00 (6:11) PM - Form C – Pimpneymouse Farm. Doug Hoehn introduced the Application. The Welch 

family has been working on the transfer of ownership. This plan has over 80% of the total land acreage 

reserved for conservation. If possible, Mr. Hoehn would like the project to be referred to the MVC 

tonight. He introduced Stephen Potter, the family representative. 

Stephen Potter spoke and shared his documents outlining the property overview. He pointed out the 

map's farmland, woodland, and open space. The saltwater marsh at the end of the property line is the 

largest saltwater marsh on the island and is very important to maintain and protect. The family has 

owned this plot of land for almost 100 years, they would like to do a generational ownership plan. They 

must subdivide to accomplish this. The 2 new parcels created with the subdivision are being reserved 

for family members. With this subdivision, they have reduced 5 of the lots originally on the Site Plan. 

The Map has demonstrated the donation to Sherriff’s Meadow and MV Land Bank, which will include 

several trails that connect through some established trails, and the aquaculture will now be protected in 

perpetuity as this will be the final subdivision. 

They have gotten a review from the Mass State National Heritage and Endangered Species surveyed and 

reviewed. They approve the subdivision.  Sheriff’s Meadow is working with the Boys and Girls Club on 

their endangered species issue.  Extensive Trails will go from North Neck to Washque. He noted that the 

MVC is receptive to this subdivision; he has reached out and is working with the Edgartown Fire 

Department. He reports that there is a bit of a time crunch for monies being supplied via federal grants 

and would like a referral to the MVC tonight. They stated that the Fire Chief had been contacted to 

work out the hydrants for the subdivision. 

Mr. Morgan feels this is a win-win situation for the town of Edgartown and the Island of Chappaquiddick 

regarding development control. He wanted to thank the family. 

Cisek fully supports the plan to protect Chappaquiddick. He asked about a donation for affordable 

housing. Mr. Potter answered that the family is working towards a solution. 

Mike Mc Court Emphasized that the family has done an outstanding job dividing the family farm among 

family members and protecting so many acres for the residents of Martha’s Vineyard. 

Glen Stated that he thinks that it is a great plan; Lucy, the Chairperson, reminded the board that this is 

not a public hearing and not to deliberate.  

Ginny Murray, an abutter, clarified that the 2 newly created lots will remain in the control of only the 

family and be put out for spec building. She asked if they were planning on opening any paper streets; 

he stated that they were not planning on doing that. 

No more public comment. 

Hearing Closed 6:27 PM 

Motion: Glen Searle to refer to MVC. 

2nd Mike McCourt - Vote: 5, 0, 0  



The Chair Lucy asked the Board if we needed a follow-up meeting. The Board is comfortable with the 

information provided and does not have any further comments at this time. 

 

Morrison motioned to continue to May 21, 2024, at 5:30.  

2nd – Glen Searle 

Vote: 5, 0, 0 

 

6:30 (6:32) PM—Public Hearing—Special Permit—117 Meetinghouse Way for the installation of a 16 x 

43 pool with a 6 x 6 spa in the lawn area in front of the home.  

Doug Hoehn presented for the Applicant, Bruce Tomasson. Doug is proposing a soundproof pool 

equipment shed; the dry well drawdown is on the plan. The owner is also proposing a dry hydrant for his 

own safety and protection. In addition, a garden and existing planting are discussed. There are not any 
close neighbors to the project. 

Discussion: Lucy asked for clarification on the Site Plan of the lower, sunken area in the front, which is 

currently existing and not a new project. It is a sunken garden and plantings, per the Owner, that have 

been established for years. The pool will be a saltwater filtration system. 

The application appears well presented and meets the board’s guidelines. The applicants are familiar with 
the required Standard Pool Conditions and will work with the Fire Chief to find the best location for the 

Dry Hydrant. 

No questions from Board Members or Public Comments. 

The Hearing Closed at 6:37 PM. 
Motion: Glen Searle 

2nd: Mike McCourt 
Vote: 5, 0, 0. 

The application appears well presented and meets the board’s guidelines. The applicants are familiar with 

the required Standard Pool Conditions and will work with the Fire Chief to find the best location for the 

Dry Hydrant. 

Scott Morgan asked the Board to have Deanna contact Millers Professionals to replant the lot they 

cleared in Katama. Lucy will contact 

 Deanna to coordinate. 

James Cisek mentioned his concern about the 4 curb cuts at 21 Meshackett Road. He would like this area 

looked at. 

Scott Morgan and Lucy Morrison will confer with Sherry of the Edgartown Great Pond Water Sampling 

Project. The Board is concerned with the pollution. 

Motion to Adjourn: 6:41 by Mike McCourt 
2nd by Glen Searle 

Vote: 5, 0, 0  



 


