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Edgartown Planning Board – Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, May 9, 2024, 5:30 pm 
The Edgartown Planning Board scheduled a meeting for Thursday, May 9, 2024 

 
Call to Order: 5:31 PM 
Scheduled Business 

Roll Call: Board members present:  Lucy Morrison, Michael Shalett, Mike McCourt, and Scott Morgan  

Guests/Participants:  Doug Hoehn,  Jane Varkonda, Bill Brine, Megan Shai, Evan Shai, Zared Shai, Jessica 

Shai,  

Chairperson asked if the applicant would still like to proceed with the public hearing with 4 Planning Board 

Members. They reported that they wanted to proceed with 4 members. 

5:30 PM – 25-45 – continued public hearing – SPECIAL PERMIT MODIFICATION -12 MATTAKESETT WAY 52-

26.1 - KATAMA KITCHEN MV CORP. – Continued from 4/2/24 and May 7, 2024. 

Application to enlarge the pre-existing portable outdoor bar from 2x10 to 2x17 and to operate the outdoor 

seating area for the 2024 season.  

When asked by Chairperson if the applicant had any updates for the planning board, Megan Shai responded 

that yes they did. 

• They have received the new seating capacity from the Board of Health at Katama Airfield will now be 

72. They feel this is a diminished use from previous years when the seat count went as high As 79. 

• They are working with Conservation Commission and they’re consultant, Lil Provence for the lighting 

that would be approved for use at the Katama Kitchen outdoor area at the Katama airfield. 

• They have spoken to Building Inspector Reade Milne, and are waiting for a decision regarding the roof 

over the bar. 

Mr. Shalett asked about the roof that is over the bar (currently – seen at the site visit today) He cannot find 

the approval for the roof? Was there an approval for the roof attached to the Special Permit that they are 

there to get modified? 

Chairperson Morrison stated that the roof issue has been referred to Town Counsel by the Building Inspector 

and they’re opinion is not yet been received. The goal is to have the process clarified for the future. 

Megan and Evan Shai stated that they thought that the roof is not the reason they are here tonight. They are 

only in front of the board for the 4 foot extension to the bar. She re-assured the board that they are currently 

speaking with Conservation Commission and Building Department. 

Jane Varkonda, Conservation Agent stated that she feels that the applicant knew of the 2017 and 2018 

outlined restrictions regarding alterations to property.  She reiterated that there is a Conservation Restriction 

held by both Conservation Commission and Nature Conservancy on the property. 
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Bill Brine commented that the previous tenant did in fact remove a structure on the property with permission 

from the Airport Commission. The current tenant (Katama Kitchen) has added a structure (roof) he would like 

for the process and this approval to be clean and unencumbered by past actions of tenants. 

Scott Morgan states that he feels that the restaurant is popular for both families and children. He thinks this is 

the closest thing Edgartown has to an outdoor restaurant environment.  He doesn’t think that 4 more feet of a 

bar located outside of the restaurant is not a large issue. He would like to see it passed 

Chair, Lucy Morrison stated that the Planning Board is only looking at the extension of the bar by 4 feet. There 

will not be any additional parking required. There are No Parking signs on Mattakesset Road because it has 

been an issue in the past. Applicant reported that last year, there were not any issues with parking or overflow 

traffic. The applicant reports that the parking lot is used by customers, by-plane riders and the general public. 

It was clarified that the picnic tables at the airport are property of the Town of Edgartown and there is not 

table service provided by Katama Kitchen. 

Bill Brine reported that the Katama Kitchen is in the Airport District, corrected by Lucy Morrison that Airport 

District is an overlay district and that it is located in a residential district. He feels that with the new seating 

capacity it is a decrease in use. 

Chair Lucy Morrison asked that the applicant return in the fall to report how the season went and if they were 

any issues over the season. It was suggested for November of 2024. Mr. Shalett supported this. The Applicant 

also agreed to come to a Planning Board meeting in November 2024 with a report on the 2024 season. 

Evan Shai states that the local neighbors really enjoy having a bar and outdoor place for the kids to run 

around. He feels all comments have been positive. 

Mr. McCourt states that he feels if the board issues conditions, that the applicants are required follow. He 

wishes we make the applicant aware of following the rules of Edgartown, not everyone likes to but must do 

this. He thinks that the restaurant is a positive place for kids and families to enjoy out at the airfield.  He feels 

that they have made concessions with the Board of Health with the seating decrease to 72. They are actively 

working to remedy the lighting issues. He wishes them good luck going forward. 

The Shai family stated that they feel honored to be out at such a beautiful place. 

Chair Lucy Morrison stated that she cannot find any negative impacts on the neighborhood with approval of 

this application. 

Chairperson asked Board for comments or findings. No further questions. 

Chairperson asked for public comment; Mr. Bill Brine is quoted above. 

Closed Hearing: 5:42 PM 

Motion – Morgan made a motion to approve the application as presented, with a fall meeting scheduled 
with the applicants for an update.  
Seconded by: McCourt with above conditions. 
Vote: 4, 0, 0. (5:44) 
APPROVAL of MEETING MINUTES: Will be done at next Planning Board meeting 06/04/2024 
FUTURE MEETING SCHEDULE: Next Edgartown Planning Board Meeting will be June 4, 2024 at 5:30 PM via Zoom 
OTHER BUSINESS NOT ANTICIPATED:  
ADJORN: 5:47 PM 


