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Edgartown Planning Board - Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 3, 2025, 5:30 PM 

The Edgartown Planning Board scheduled a meeting for Tuesday, June 3, 2025, 5:30 PM. 

Attendees participated by video conference, in accordance with Section 20 of Chapter 20 of the Acts 

of 2021, as extended. All supporting materials were provided to the members of this body and made 

available on a publicly accessible internet website.  Members of the public were able to access the 

site, using the instructions included in the Meeting Agenda. The public was encouraged to follow 

along using the posted agenda.  Deviations from the agenda, if any, were noted. 

SITE VISITS (IF ANY) 

9:15 AM:  45 South Water Street 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM. 

Present: McCourt (Chair), Livingston, Ignacio, Robinson, Pierce, Bennett 

Also present: Doug Finn (tech) others as noted. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

5:35 PM – Review of Request for a Repetitive Petition – 29A-33 – 134 Katama Road (Johnson) 
Planning Board Review pursuant to MGL Chapter 40A, Section 16 Renovation and Additions to 

Existing Single-Family Residence, Construction of Pool, Pool House and Detached Garage. 

Present for the applicant: George Sourati, Darran Reuben, Sourati Engineering Group 

Presentation 
Mr. Sourati reviewed the history of the project; the ZBA rejected the applicant as ‘too much 

development on the lot’. 

Mr. Reuben presented a site plan showing the reduction in footprint from the original proposal. 

Mr. Reuben presented revised elevations showing a reduction in massing.  

Mr. Reuben noted that 76 percent of the lot will remain ‘green space’. 

Mr. Ignacio noted concern and some confusion about what the actual reduction in the overall square 

footage was. 

Ms. Livingston noted that some of the numbers being presented are not consistent with the 

descriptions provided by the ZBA in their decision. 

There was extensive discussion about the changes to the proposal, and whether there was substantial 

enough of a change to warrant another review by the ZBA. 

It is noted that the total massing of the building has been reduced by about 1,000 square feet, and the 

footprint by about 700 square feet.  A significant amount of landscape development proposed for the 
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site was not on the site plan. 

After further deliberation, it was MOVED by Pierce, SECONDED by Robinson 

That the proposal shows significant and material changes that change the conditions 

for which the previous application was denied. 

   VOTED:  

 ROBINSON: YES.   PIERCE: YES.   

 MCCOURT: YES.   LIVINGSTON: NO. 

  IGNACIO: NO.    

  3, 2, 0.  MOTION FAILS (6:00 PM) 

There was brief discussion as to whether or not the question could or should be reconsidered.  After 

some debate, it was clarified that the applicant can return to the Planning Board at their convenience 

with a revised plan. 

5:45 PM PUBLIC HEARING (continued from May 6, 2025; May 20, 2025) Surface Water District SP - 
PIER: Katherine D. Weisman, Katherine D. Weisman Qualified Personal Residence Trust, 45 
South Water Street (20D-329) 

Application to license and maintain an existing fixed pile pier, pile supported wharf and 
boathouse located in Edgartown Harbor, as approved by the Marine Harbor Advisory and the 
Conservation Commission. 
Present for the applicant: Mr. Reid Silva, VLS&E. 

The public hearing was continued at 6:08 PM 

Presentation 
A letter from Reade Milne, Building Inspector – was read into the record and is in the project file. 

Mr. Reid Silva continued discussion on the matter, and noted that a revised proposal is that the dock 

would remain at the current height, but that the building would be elevated 11 ½ inches from the 

current height. 

Mr. Ignacio: The issue of the less-than 12” increase in height seems to be resolved.  Are the potential 

changes to the pier and/or pilings resolved? 

Mr. Silva: The issue is with the building code related to flood elevations.  If the Building Inspector 

determines that the building must meet current flood code, then the applicant would appeal to the 

Building Code Appeals Board for relief.  If the building code required an increase of (say) 6-7 feet, 

then the planning board would have to review those changes. 

Mr. Norman Rankow asked to be notified relative to any updates and/or site visits.  He did not 

receive notice of same.  Mr. Rankow noted that he has no issue with the depth or length of the pier, 

but requested that tie-off be prohibited on the end of the pier.  Mr. Rankow also asked whether 

historic commission was to be consulted. 

Mr. Silva noted that if significant changes were required by the Historic Commission, then the 

applicants would be happy to return to the Planning Board for further review if needed. 

Mr. Rankow suggested that the board should know whether the pilings are to be replaced or not. 

Mr. Silva suggested that the determination about the condition of the pilings could be made, but they 
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would want to have some assurance that the project could move forward. 

There was discussion about the condition of the pilings, and the impact of any need to replace the 

pilings, and whether or not it would impact the project. 

Mr. Finn suggested that methods and materials of construction are the domain of the building 

inspector, and not subject to review or adjudication by the Planning Board. 

Mr. Rankow stated that he would not necessarily object to a 12” increase in height to the boat house, 

but asked that the board require no boats tied up on the end of the pier. 

It was MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Ignacio 

To approve the licensing of the pier as constructed, and to approve an increase in 

elevation of the boat house of no more than 12”, as proposed and described, subject to 

standard conditions for piers.  

   VOTED: 

 IGNACIO: YES;  LIVINGSTON: YES;  

 PIERCE: YES;  ROBINSON: YES; 

  MCCOURT: YES.  

  5, 0, 0.  (6:33 PM) 

6:00 PM PUBLIC HEARING (continued from May 6, 2025) - Cape Pogue DCPC: North Hole LLC, 29 
Road To The Gut (3-2.3) 

Application to construct an addition (after-the-fact) to an existing deck and walkway. The addition 
will "square off" corners to create a rectangular deck. 

Present for the applicant: Reid Silva, Attorney Tim Moriarty (Brush, Flanders and 

Moriarty LLC) 

The public hearing was continued at 6:35 PM. 

Presentation 
The proposal was for an after-the-fact request for approval for a modification to an existing deck. 

The deck was within the last five years repaired and expanded slightly without a building permit or a 

special permit.   

The applicants are proposing to make a minor modification to the house, and to get approval for the 

changes to the deck. 

Mr. Silva presented a revised plan that shows topography, and the parts of the deck that were 

removed or added. 

A total of 25 square feet of the old deck was removed.  A total of 120 square feet was added, for a 

net gain of area of 95 square feet. 

The deck has no railing. 

Mr. Silva presented a revised site plan. 

The board reviewed a revised detail plan of the deck that showed the changes./ 

Mr. Moriarty reviewed the previous testimony, and apologized to the board for what he described as 

an ‘unintentional’ error in the expansion of the deck without the special permit. 
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Mr. Finn noted that there were several letters received from Mr. Sliwkowski, and one in response 

from Reade Milne. 

Mr. Pierce noted that the site plan had not been available for prior review.  Mr. Finn noted that was 

his error, as the revised plan had been reviewed by the applicant. 

Ms. Livingston thanked Mr. Silva for the plan, and noted that she was satisfied with the proposal at 

this point. 

Mr. Robinson asked whether the structure meets building code? If not, what happens then? 

Mr. Pierce:  Noting Reade Milne’s opinion in regard to the 10% limit – what is to stop someone 

from expanding again? Mr. Siliva: The requirements of the shore zone, and the Cape Pogue district 

would require a new special permit, and approval from the Conservation Commission for any further 

expansion. 

Mr. Robinson suggested that a condition should note that any modification, or significant structural 

repair to the deck shall require a new special permit. 

Mr. Peter Sliwkoski thanked the board for its diligence. 

There being no further comment, it was MOVED by Ignacio, SECONDED by Robinson 

To approve the project, subject to a condition that any modification, or significant 

structural repair to the deck shall require a new special permit. 

  VOTED: 

 IGNACIO: YES;  ROBINSON: YES;  

  PIERCE: YES;  LIVINGSTON: YES;   

   MCCOURT: YES.   

   VOTED: 5, 0, 0.  (6:57 PM) 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Evan Shai, Katama Kitchen, was present, and offered a brief verbal report on their 2024 Season, 

in correspondence with the conditions of a special permit issued by the Planning Board on Thursday, 

May 9, 2024. 

Mr. Shai noted that no violations had been filed, and no issues with law enforcement had occurred. 

Mr. Shai asked whether an annual report was necessary.  Mr. McCourt suggested it might be helpful.  

Mr. Shai said that he would if required, he would be happy to attend. 

Mr. Robinson: I would suggest that one annual report at the beginning of the seasons on the year 

prior, and a preview of the year to come would be helpful. 
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It was MOVED by Ignacio, SECONDED by Robinson 

That Mr. Shai is requested to report to the Planning Board at their regular meeting on 

the third Tuesday in May 2026, to provide the board with a report on the previous 

year’s activities at the Katama Kitchen. 

VOTED:  4, 0, 1 (LIVINGSTON) (7:08 PM) 

OTHER BUSINESS NOT REASONABLY ANTICIPATED 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE 

Ms. Donna Gazaille raised a number of questions in regard to communication with the board from 

members.   Mr. McCourt related to how the board generally addresses communication from 

residents.  Ms. Gazaille noted that many copies of the minutes on the website were still marked as 

“Draft”.  Mr. Finn noted that they are unsigned, and therefore, while approved by a vote of the 

board, they remain in ‘draft’ format until signed. 

REVIEW OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

No action taken. 

ADJOURN 

There being no further business, it was MOVED by Ignacio, SECONDED by Robinson 

To Adjourn 

APPROVED BY ACCLAMATION. 

The board stood adjourned at 7:15 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Douglas Finn 

Approved  by Planning Board Members on June 17, 2025
Certified by Brae Eddleston, Planning Board Assistant


