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Edgartown Planning Board - Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 5:30 PM 

The Edgartown Planning Board scheduled a meeting for Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 5:30 PM. 

Attendees participated by video conference, in accordance with Section 20 of Chapter 20 of the Acts 

of 2021, as extended. All supporting materials were provided to the members of this body and made 

available on a publicly accessible internet website.  Members of the public were able to access the 

site, using the instructions included in the Meeting Agenda. The public was encouraged to follow 

along using the posted agenda.  Deviations from the agenda, if any, were noted. 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM. 

Present: McCourt (Chair), Livingston, Ignacio, Robinson, Pierce, Bennett 

Also present: Doug Finn (tech) others as noted. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

5:35 PM - PUBLIC HEARING (continued from May 6, 2025) Surface Water District SP - PIER: Katherine 
D. Weisman, Katherine D. Weisman Qualified Personal Residence Trust, 45 South Water
Street (20D-329) 

Application to license and maintain an existing fixed pile pier, pile supported wharf and boathouse 

located in Edgartown Harbor, as approved by the Marine Harbor Advisory and the Conservation 

Commission. 

 Present for the Applicant: Reid G. Silva, VLS&E, Inc. 

The public hearing was continued at 5:33 PM 

Presentation 
Mr. Silva noted that the existing pier was licensed in 1909; the pier has expanded since then.  The 

pier has changed since that time, which is the cause for relicensing the pier at this time. 

Mr. Silva reviewed the plan. 

He noted that the proposal would elevate the existing pier by about 12 to 18 inches. 

Mr. Norman Rankow: An abutter to an abutter.  Understands that the application is for a new pier in 

a new location -yes?  Mr. Silva: The original license was from 1902, however, the original pier was 

not built in the original location; the pier was built in 1910, and extended over the years. For the 

purposes of this application, this is a request for a new license? Mr. Silva, I can’t speak to that. 

Mr. Rankow: Traditionally, we don’t allow for boats to tie up on the ‘exterior’ or the end of the 

piers, due to the encroachment to navigation, and would like to suggest this as a condition of 

approval.  Mr. Rankow also spoke in opposition to the height increase, and asked that ‘story poles’ 

be erected. 

There was discussion about the possibility of adding story poles to the top of the structure so that 
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neighbors and the board could understand the height increase. 

The question as to whether the roof ridge could be kept at the same height; Mr. Silva suggested that 

while possible, it would present a significant hardship. 

Mr. McCourt asked whether the application should be pushed back to a later date. 

Mr. Robinson suggested a site visit would be appropriate. 

Ms. Livingston stated that she would be ready to proceed tonight. 

Mr. Rankow suggested that, while a small change, it does present an impact to my view. 

Mr. Steve Ewing: It was always the intent of the owner to raise the pier about 12”.  We don’t need to 

raise it more than that.  The proposed work on the pilings needs to be done.  The goal is to keep the 

building above water for most storms.  This is one of the last boat houses – it has historic 

significance; we’re trying to save the building. 

Mr. Silva suggested that limiting the height increase to no more than 12” would be acceptable. 

Mr. Rankow reiterated his request, and suggested that Historic Commission should be consulted. 

Mr. Robinson supported placement of story-poles to show the increase in height. 

Ms. Reade Milne suggested that flood codes may apply; changing the structure’s height may trigger 

requirements for minimum elevation of the structure above flood plain levels. 

Mr. Silva was asked to consult with the Building Inspector to determine the use of the structure, and 

how floodplain regulations might apply. 

Deliberation / Decision 
After brief deliberation, it was MOVED by Ignacio, SECONDED by Robinson 

To continue the public hearing to June 3, 2025, 5:45 PM; a site visit will be held on 

June 3 at around 9:30 AM; applicant to place story-poles to indicate proposed building 

height prior to site visit. 

   VOTED 

  ROBINSON: YES;  LIVINGSTON: YES; 

  IGNACIO: YES;  PIERCE: YES; 

  MCCOURT: YES. 

  VOTED: 5, 0, 0 (6:10 PM) 

 

5:45 PM PUBLIC HEARING (Continued from April 1, 2025) SP(CAPE POGUE DCPC) (cont’d from Dec 
17, 2024, Feb 18, 2025, et seq.)  – 23 Poucha Rd Ext and 10 Lighthouse Road - THE 
TRUSTEES OF RESERVATIONS 

Applicant is seeking a special permit for permanent structures located in the Cape Poge district of 

Critical Planning Concern. The structures included in this application include the Wasque gatehouse, 

the Cape Poge gatehouse, the Cape Poge Swimming Beach boardwalk and the portable restroom 

screening fence at the Cape Poge gatehouse. 

Present for the Applicant:  Robert Murray, TTOR (rmurray@thetrustees.org;  

Darci Schofield, dschofield@thetrustees.org) 

mailto:dschofield@thetrustees.org
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The public hearing was continued at 6:11 PM. 

Mr. Finn noted receipt of a request from Darci Schofield, requesting a continuance to a date certain, 

and suggested June 17, 2025, 5:45 PM. 

Ms. Livingston noted that the Trustees were ordered by a court in August of last year to apply for a 

special permit.  There was supposed to be an agreement, in accordance with that court order.  The 

Trustees can’t continue this in perpetuity.  They are operating without a permit. 

Ms. Schofield noted that the Trustees are pursuing the matter, having applied for the special permit 

in Fall of 2024.  Ms. Schofield also noted that more recent legal issues, related to an access issue, 

have taken their time and attention, and has delayed the finalization of a first draft MOU between the 

Town and The Trustees. 

Mr. McCourt supported taking as much time as was needed to make a good decision. 

Ms. Schofield stated that the draft MOU should be prepared and ready for review before June 17. 

It was MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Robinson 

To continue the public hearing to June 17, 2025, 5:45 PM. 

   VOTED 

  ROBINSON: YES;  LIVINGSTON: YES; 

  IGNACIO: YES;  PIERCE: YES; 

  MCCOURT: YES. 

  VOTED: 5, 0, 0 (6:17 PM) 

5:45 PM – PUBLIC HEARING (continued from December 17, 2024, January 21, 2025, March 18, 2025) -
- Form C - DEFINITIVE SUBDIVISION – MEETING HOUSE WAY LLC – DIVISION ROAD  

Applicant proposes to create a new subdivision road (“Atlantic Avenue”) of Division Road / Henry’s 

Path, and to divide the property into twenty-six 3⁄4 acre +/- single-family lots, six 1⁄4 acre lots for 

placement of twelve duplex units, and a single 3.6 acre lot for the creation of 36 affordable housing 

units, and preserve 21.3 acres of open space. 

Present for the applicant: Doug Hoehn, Rob Moriarty 

Mr.Moriarty noted his request, dated April 17, 2025, to withdraw their application. 

Mr. Moriarty asked that the Planning Board take “a straw vote to determine whether or not the 

Edgartown Planning Board wants only four of its members to vote on the above-referenced 

application, or the full five members.” 

Ms. Livingston noted that she was at the MV Commission during the hearing; the Commission is 

interested in knowing what the Edgartown Planning Board thinks in regard to whether or not the 

Commission should waive the two-year waiting period for reapplication. 

Mr. Zeb Landsman (Town’s Counsel) suggested that the board could vote on whether or not they 

believe that the application should be withdrawn without prejudice from the MVC. 

Mr. Michael Shalett noted that the application was sent to the MV Commission by the Planning 

Board, and that the MVC had received 69 letters in regard to this development, with 68 in opposition 

to some extent.  Objections were based on location, density, traffic burden, ecological, and 

affordable housing concerns.  Mr. Shalett noted that the Island Housing Plan from 2009 suggested 
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that more expansion of the housing would result in negative impacts on the island in general.  

Limited development in outlying areas was specifically recommended in that plan, and is also 

recommended in the draft Master Plan for the Town.  Mr. Shalett noted concerns raised by the 

Edgartown Affordable Housing Committee, the Vineyard Conservation Society, other organizations, 

and individuals. 

Mr. Adam Turner (MV Commission ED) suggested that question was related to section 7.1 of the 

DRI Procedures, adopted on January 20, 2022, which states that 

“[An] Applicant may request, in writing, the withdrawal of a DRI Application any time prior to 

the commencement of the Commission’s deliberation. If the Commission accepts a withdrawal, 

the DRI Application will be deemed never to have been filed. The Applicant may not re-file a 

DRI Application for substantially the same project until after 2 years from the date of the 

withdrawal. The MVC shall advise the referring Municipal Authority of the withdrawal. The 

Commission may waive or reduce the 2-year requirement.” 

Mr. Zeb Landsman suggested that the ultimate goal is to allow the applicant to withdraw from the 

MV Commission, and the Planning Board, and to get a five-member voting quorum in Edgartown. 

There was significant back and forth in regard to the question being considered by the Planning 

Board. 

Mr. Ignacio suggested that the question being asked, while non-binding, may be influential to the 

MV Commission. 

Mr. McCourt suggested that public opinion would be considered by the MV Commission. 

Melissa Vincent (Edg Aff Housing Committee) stated her belief that a vote would set a precedent, 

and recommended that the board NOT move forward with a recommendation. 

Elliott Bennett: suggested that the straw vote would not benefit anyone except the applicant. Ms. 

Bennett suggested that the voices of the Town are important, and the MVC – and the board - should 

listen to those voices. 

Mr. Pierce: I appreciate that members are speaking on the merits of the project, and I would like the 

opportunity to act on applications. 
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It was MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Ignacio 

To decline to state an opinion on the request. 

  VOTED 

  ROBINSON: NO;  LIVINGSTON: YES; 

  IGNACIO: YES;  PIERCE: NO; 

  MCCOURT: NO. 

  VOTED: 2, 3, 0. MOTIONFAILS.  (6:50 PM)  

After brief deliberation, it was MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Ignacio 

That the Edgartown Planning Board does not support the withdrawal of the 

application with the waiver of the two-year moratorium. 

  VOTED 

  ROBINSON: NO;  LIVINGSTON: YES; 

  IGNACIO: YES;  PIERCE: NO; 

  MCCOURT: NO. 

  VOTED: 2, 3, 0.  MOTION FAILS.  (6:54 PM) 

Ms. Vincent expressed concern with the votes, and asked why the Planning Board felt that this 

applicant should be permitted to skirt the rules. 

Mr. McCourt suggested that the Commission would have to decide on the matter.  He noted that the 

process at the Commission would make a decision only after significant scrutiny. 

Mr. Mike Shalett: The applicant is in front the MV Commission, and hearings have been held.  They 

are asking to withdraw from that process without having a two-year wait. 

Mr. Reid Silva suggested that Mr. Robinson was prepared to make a motion. 

There was some discussion related to the board’s role in the process, and whether or not it is 

appropriate for the board to voice an opinion on the matter. 

After additional discussion, it was MOVED by Robinson, SECONDED by Pierce 

That the Planning Board recommends that the MV Commission waive the two year 

moratorium. 

  VOTED 

  ROBINSON: YES;  LIVINGSTON: NO; 

  IGNACIO: NO;  PIERCE: YES; 

  MCCOURT: NO. 

  VOTED: 2, 3, 0.  MOTION FAILS.  (7:05 PM).   

Mr. Ignacio asked whether the board should vote to formally take no position on the matter. 

Ms. Livingston suggested that the votes have already been taken. 

Mr. McCourt suggested that it might be better that the Planning Board leave the matter to the MV 

Commission to decide. 

At the request of Mr. Moriarty, it was then MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by 
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Robinson 

To continue the public hearing to June 17, 2025, 6:00 PM. 

VOTED 

ROBINSON: YES; LIVINGSTON: YES; 

IGNACIO: YES;  PIERCE: YES; 

MCCOURT: YES. 

VOTED: 5, 0, 0 (7:14 PM) 

6:05 PM - PUBLIC HEARING (Continued from May 6, 2025) - Surface Water District SP - PIER: Nicholas 
Paul, 81 Oyster Pond Road (40-1.33) 

Application to license and maintain an existing fixed pile pier located in Oyster Pond.  The pier was 

previously licensed in 1985-1986, however the pier - as constructed - is in a slightly different 

location and layout than the original permit. 

Present for the Applicant: Reid Silva, Vineyard Land Surveying & Engineering 

Presentation 
Mr. Silva noted that the pier exists, but was not built precisely where permitted. 

The owner is trying to amend the license in order to complete the sale of the property. 

No changes are proposed to the physical structure on the site. 

The Conservation Commission has issued a new Order of Conditions for the pier as constructed, 

noting some restrictions on materials, and allows for ongoing maintenance, etc. 

Ms. Melissa Vincent; No change to the existing structure is proposed?  Mr. Silva: Correct.  This is a 

paperwork correction to properly license and condition the pier as constructed. 

Noting that, Ms. Vincent expressed approval for the proposal. 

It was then MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Robinson 

To approve the application as presented. 

VOTED 

ROBINSON: YES; LIVINGSTON: YES; 

IGNACIO: YES;  PIERCE: YES; 

MCCOURT: YES. 

VOTED: 5, 0, 0 (7:19 PM) 

ADJOURN 

It was MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Robinson 

To adjourn. 

VOTED: 5, 0, 0. (7:20 PM) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Douglas Finn 
Approved  by Planning Board Members on June 17, 2025
Certified by Brae Eddleston, Planning Board Assistant


