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Edgartown Planning Board - Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 15, 2025, 5:30 PM 

The Edgartown Planning Board scheduled a meeting for Tuesday, April 15, 2025, 5:30 PM. 

Attendees participated by video conference, in accordance with Section 20 of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, 

as extended. All supporting materials were provided to the members of this body and made available on a 

publicly accessible internet website.  Members of the public were able to access the site, using the 

instructions included in the Meeting Agenda. The public was encouraged to follow along using the posted 

agenda.  Deviations from the agenda, if any, were noted. 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Finn at 5:30 PM.  

PRESENT:  Bennett, Ignacio, Livingston, McCourt, Pierce, Robinson 

Also present: Finn, others as noted. 

REORGANIZATION (BOARD ELECTION OF A CHAIR FOR FY2026) 

Mr. Finn asked for nominations for chair. 

It was MOVED by Ignacio 

To nominate Ms. Julia Livingston as chair of the Planning Board. 

 THE MOTION FAILED DUE TO LACK OF A SECOND. 

It was MOVED by Robinson SECONDED by Pierce 

To nominate Mr. Mike McCourt as chair of the Planning Board. 

VOTED: 3, 1 (IGNACIO), 1 (LIVINGSTON) 

Mr. McCourt stated that he would work to represent the board and the town to the best of his ability.  He also 

noted that, historically, the position of chair rotated from time to time.  

Ms. Livingston suggested that the best person should always serve as chair. 

Mr. McCourt noted that rotating the chair makes sense, in order to encourage full board involvement and 

participation on all matters. 

Ms. Bennett: Before this decision was made it would have been good to understand the responsibilities both 

as board members and as the chair. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

5:30 PM - PUBLIC HEARING (cont’d from April 4, 2025) - Definitive Subdivision: Kenneth C & Aushra R. Galley, 
55 Chase Rd (20C-108.1 & 20C-218) 

Application to combine two existing parcels, and to create a new subdivision road, and two parcels of 10,500 

square feet and 41,157 square feet.  New subdivision road will enter onto Chase Road 

Present for the Applicant: Reid Silva, VLS&E, Inc 

The public hearing was continued at 5:40 PM. 
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Presentation 
Mr. Finn noted that the applicant has requested to withdraw without prejudice.   

Ms. Livingston suggested that instead the application be denied and stated specific reasons:  

• The site plan must be stamped by a registered engineer and a land surveyor (this one was only 

stamped by a surveyor);  

• The applicant must show sufficient data to determine the length of the road;  

• The applicant must show proposed layout of storm drainage, water supply, and sewerage disposal 

systems, including pipe lengths and diameters, for the proposed lots;  

• The applicant must include a study and evaluation of the environmental impact of the subdivision;  

• The applicant must show that sewerage plans are satisfactory to the Board of Health.  

Mr. Reid Silva: I’m surprised that this subdivision is receiving this much scrutiny in this district, and that the 

reasons as stated are coming out of the blue.  Mr. Silva noted that the subdivision is relatively small, has little 

impact, and would likely meet the criteria in the subdivision rules and regulations. 

Ms. Livingston noted that the subdivision rules require specific criteria be met, with no option for a waiver of 

the matter. 

Mr. Silva asked what information would be gained here on Chase Road with meeting a number of the criteria  

as listed. 

Mr. Ignacio asked what the difference between denial and withdrawal without prejudice.  After discussion it 

was determined that there was no difference in the long run. 

Mr. McCourt asked for a motion. 

It was MOVED by Robinson, SECONDED by McCourt 

To allow the applicant to withdraw without prejudice. 

  VOTED: 2, 2, 0.  THE MOTION FAILS. 

It was MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Ignacio 

To deny the application. 

   VOTED: 2, 2, 0. THE MOTION FAILS. 

After discussion it was again moved by Livingston, SECONDED by Ignacio 

 To deny the application 

  VOTED: 4, 0, 0. (5:56 PM) 

5:35 PM - PUBLIC HEARING - Special Permit: Stop & Shop a subsidiary of Ahold USA, 225 Upper 

Main Street (20A-57.1 et seq.) 

The board took up an application to modify an existing special permit to construct a temporary outdoor 

display to sell garden and outdoor products. 

Present: Mary McEvoy, Stop and Shop – Edgartown 

Presentation: 
Ms. McEvoy noted that the application was similar as in previous years. 

Mr. McCourt recounted the history of the seasonal permit and the reasons for same. 
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No comments were made by Planning Board members.  No public comment was received. 

It was MOVED by Livingston, Seconded by McCourt 

To approve the application as presented. 

  VOTED: 5, 0, 0. (6:01 PM) 

5:40 PM – ANR – Parcel #31-36-139 – 5 Lexington Ave – Welch 

Applicant proposes a lot-line adjustment.  No new lots to be created.  All lots will retain minimum adequate 

frontage on a public way. 

  Present for the Applicant: Ken Abbott, SB&H 

The application and site plan were presented for review.  All lots were shown to have sufficient frontage.  Mr. 

Abbott noted that the lot line adjustment will provide necessary setbacks for existing structures. 

It was MOVED by Ignacio, SECONDED by Livingston 

To endorse the plan as not requiring approval under the subdivision control law.. 

  VOTED: 5, 0, 0. (6:06 PM) 

5:50 PM – PUBLIC HEARING (continued from Mar 4 and Mar 18) - Special Permit: Martha's Vineyard Land 
Bank, 3 Jeffers Ln (31-30) 

Application to exempt a certain tract of land from standard intensity requirements and conserve a tract of land 

by establishing a Cluster Development 

5:50 PM – ANR Plan – 3 Jeffers Lane (31-30) 

Applicant proposes to divide property into two lots, in conformity with an approved Cluster Development 

Special Permit.  All lots will retain minimum adequate frontage on a public way. 

Present for the Applicant: Reid Silva, VLS&E 

The public hearing was continued at 6:09 PM 

Presentation 

A revised site plan was presented,  

A building envelope was proposed for “Lot 1”, intending to reduce the developable area; further  

Lot 2 is proposed for long-term conservation by the Land Bank 

A third identified area “Parcel C” will be transferred to the Land Bank upon cleanup. 

An existing building on “Parcel C” was shown, surrounded by a building envelope. 

The Setbacks for Lot 1 were noted. 

Parcel A and Parcel B were noted as unbuildable lots that would be transferred to the abutter, in order to 

satisfy setback requirements for existing structures. 

Mr. Ignacio: There were questions about the store.  What is proposed for that lot?  Housing?  Further, what 

will happen with the existing structures?  Mr. Silva: A lot on the north side of the property will be removed.  

The existing store may have a dwelling unit added to it at some point.  The third structure at the south of the 

lot will remain. 

Ms. Livingston expressed her appreciation for the revised plan. 

Ms. Ann Floyd noted a cluster development on Tom’s Neck Farm had been previously approved. 
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Mr. McCourt closed the public hearing at 6:19 PM. 

Deliberation / Decision 

Ms. Livingston suggested that the proposal meets the necessary criteria in the zoning bylaw; she 

recommended that any approval be subject to the condition that no new curb cuts are permitted. 

It was MOVED by Ignacio, SECONDED by Robinson 

To approve the application for a Cluster Development as proposed, subject to the condition that 

no new curb cuts are permitted. 

  VOTED: 4, 0, 1. (PIERCE) 

It was further MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Robinson 

To endorse the plan as not requiring approval under the subdivision control law. 

  VOTED: 4, 0, 1. (6:21 PM) 

 

6:10 PM – CURB CUT – Parcel #20D-336 - 75 South Water Street 

Applicant proposes to eliminate an existing curb cut of 28' in length, and create a new curb cut of 22.5' in 

length to align with a new garage. This application was tabled by the Planning Board pending review by the 

Highway Superintendent, and the Selectboard. 

Applicant: Josh Gothard, josh@musicstreetco.com 

Mr. Gothard presented the revised plan and noted that they are requesting a 22.5 foot wide curb cut. 

There was extensive discussion in regard to the potential move of the curb cut, and its impact on parking, 

neighbors, and the movement of pedstrians and vehicles along the public way. 

It was determined that the Planning Board could offer its approval of the curb cut, but that the curb cut cannot 

be constructed without approvals from Water, Wastewater and Highway Department and approval of the tree 

permit by the Selectboard. 

After further review, it was MOVED by Livingston, SECONDED by Robinson 

To approve the proposed 22.5’ curb cut. 

   VOTED 5, 0, 0. (6:42 PM) 

6:20 PM – CURB CUT – Parcel #29-125.21 - 189 Katama Road 

Applicant proposes to move an existing curb cut in the Island Roads district.    

  Present for the Applicant: Doug Hoehn, SBH, Inc. 

Mr Hoehn presented the plan. 

A locus of the site was presented for reference. 

The specific curb cut was presented. 

Correspondence was presenting showing no objection from the Water or Wastewater department.  Mr. de 

Bettencourt was consulted, and his approval would be sought prior to final construction. 

The specific design of the driveway reorientation was reviewed. 

The driveway will be gravel, unpaved. 

mailto:josh@musicstreetco.com
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An asphalt apron will be constructed between the road and the bike path. 

The area is wooded; some tree removal will be required to construct the driveway, but will be kept to a 

minimum. 

The area is very flat. 

Mr. Ignacio: Are you going to add trees where driveway was?  Mr. Hoehn: We would be happy to add some 

vegetation to help screen the old driveway. 

Mr. Debettencourt noted two crosswalks along the existing drive. 

Mr. McCourt: Removal of the existing asphalt between the crosswalk and the road should be a condition for 

approval. 

It was MOVED by Ignacio, SECONDED by Robinson 

To approve the proposed curb cut application as presented, subject to the condition that the 

existing asphalt between the sidewalk and the road at the location of the existing curb cut must 

be removed by the applicant, that vegetative screening be added at the location of the old curb 

cut, and that the ‘apron’ of the new curb cut shall be paved and constructed to provide a safe 

and reliable transition from the public way to the sidewalk / bike path. 

   VOTED 5, 0, 0. (6:53 PM) 

6:30 PM – Comprehensive Master Plan  

The Planning Board received an update on the final revision of the Comprehensive Master Plan. 

  Present: Ms. Mulinare. 

Ms. Mulinare reserved her comments for later, but noted the various opportunities that had provided to allow 

the public to comment on the proposed plan. 

Several written comments were read into the record (attached to these minutes). 

Mr. Ben Hall offered some comments: 

- There’s no mention of the B-II Master Plan in the master plan.  That plan suggested a number of 

improvements and is referenced in the current zoning bylaw; Mr. Hall suggested that it be included in this 

Master Plan revision. 

- The proposed plan suggest that more can be done with the ‘village green’ in the village center; however, 

the area is not a public space, but rather privately owned, and managed by a non-government corporation. 

- The proposal for a ‘street scape’ concerns me; attempting to homogenize the look of the main street is 

counter to the organic look that exists now.  What makes Edgartown unique is the unique look of each 

and every building on the Main Street.  The town has done very well to grow on its own. 

- The adverse impact of the Chappy Ferry line on the Simpson Lane neighborhood, including noise, 

obstruction of driveway access, etc. 

- Mr. Hall suggested that final adoption of the plan be postponed to June, so that concerns can be aired and 

addressed by the Steering Committee. 

Mr. McCourt agreed that more needed to be done to remediate traffic waiting in line for the Chappy Ferry. 

Ms. Livingston asked that Mr. Hall put his comments into writing for consideration by the board to allow the 

Master Plan Steering Committee to fully consider the comments. 

Mr. Hall noted that ‘street trees’ are part of the plan, but to place public shade trees on narrow streets would 

create a problem; Mr. Hall commented on the choice of tree species as planted on the north side of main street 

in the 1990s. 
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Ms. Livingston noted that public comments were good, but that the plan had to be finalized at some point. 

Ms. Mulinaire reminded members that the Master Plan is not a final document, but should be and could be 

updated as needed later in the future. 

Ms. Livingston also noted that even after adoption, the implementation of the plan would take a lot of work, 

and invited members of the public to get involved. 

There was extensive discussion as to how public comments would be incorporated into the existing draft of 

the plan, and brought back to the Board for final review. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Review minutes from previous meetings 

Review of minutes were postponed to a later meeting. 

Review schedules for upcoming Meetings 

Anticipated: May 6, 2025, May 20, 2025 

ADJOURN 

It was MOVED by Robinson, SECONDED by McCourt 

To adjourn. 

VOTED: 5, 0, 0. (7:42 PM) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Douglas Finn 

Approved  by Planning Board Members on June 17, 2025
Certified by Brae Eddleston, Planning Board Assistant


